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Isaiah 1:1 - 2:22

Isaiah was on the scene beginning no later than 739 B.C. and stayed until at least 681 B.C. That means that his time of ministry was no less than 58 years. Tradition says that he was martyred during the reign of King Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, who ordered Isaiah sawn in half.


Although the unity of Isaiah is often challenged by those who believe that there were two or three authors of Isaiah, the book’s authorship was not questioned until 2,400 years after it was written. Some criticisms come from persons who reject the idea that God could have disclosed coming events to Isaiah through special revelation. One question concerns the mention of Cyrus, who lived long after Isaiah died. Did God reveal his name to Isaiah, or was it included by a later editor/author? We know that from the time of Cyrus’ death and throughout the New Testament era, writers and teachers assumed that all of Isaiah was written by the prophet. Other criticisms of authorship involve a changing style in the writing, but it would seem odd if Isaiah’s writing style did not change over a span of 58 years. 

Isaiah was close to the king’s court and may have been a relative of Uzziah. He probably was not a priest, but a faithful layman called by God to deliver His message. Other prophets were active at the same time. Among them were Amos, Hosea, and Micah, all of whose writings we will read later. At the beginning of Isaiah’s mission, Judah was ending fifty years of prosperity under King Uzziah, but all of that was coming to an end.

Isaiah opens with a stinging indictment from God. His nation is filled with unfaithfulness, injustice, and idolatry. Worship and sacrifice had become mere religiosity with no heartfelt repentance or desire to serve God. The people came to the temple only to offer the sacrifices that they believed would appease their God and assure them of His protection. Then they returned to their rebellious lives for the rest of the week. 

Chapter 2 is a vision of what will come by the hand of God. Some of the pictures here were fulfilled in the coming years of Judah’s history, but others still wait to be completed. 

